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 In this talk I will address the gap between idealistic, entrepreneurial, and culturally 
critical concerns over the emergence of new environmental communities that strive 
for more sustainable and self-sufficient modes of living, taking the tiny house 
community in the Netherlands as a case in point. Reflecting on the micro and macro 
processes of deterritorialization and reterritorialization at play in the concrete case 
of tiny living, the grid is seen to wield a stricter interpretation of a more general 
problematic with regards to contemporary urban/human life, where the notion of the 
grid, I argue, functions as a structuring paradox that at once allows and disallows for 
the negotiation of possibilities and limits in our thinking about community, 
sustainability, and alternative modes of living today. 
 


